religion he lived in his everyday life.
AS A PROPHET
Our saint belongs to the family of the great prophets of the wor such as Shri Krishna, Lord Buddha, Jesus, Muhammad, Kabir, Gi Nanak, Tukaram, Awai, Valluvar, arid Meikanda Devan. When In-fell into the unclean hands of selfish priests and God was driven out that great land by their atrocious ceremonies, Thayumanavar fearles announced that true religion was a pure and chastened life in God a unselfish devotion to one's fellow-beings, irrespective of caste, creed colour. He said that religion was not extreme fondness for feasts a fasts; it was not blind loyalty to doctrines and dogmas; it was not ir tional adherence to books and creeds; it was not servile obedience a reverence to presumptuous priests and pedantic pandits, but it was a 1 which allowed itself to be purified and illuminated in the crucible of r< son.
When the true religion of Indian sages and seers was allowed to die the dark impenetrable forest of needless, meaningless and ceaseless ca disputes and religious wranglings, Thayumanavar had the boldness declare that there was one only God- the Father-Mother-Spirit. All w< children of the one God, but their visions of Him and their interpre tions of Him were but partial, limited and imperfect, because they the selves were narrow, finite and imperfect beings. To realise God in t world, in their lives, and to make this world a place of interminable j and unfading beauty, they must practise peace, love and toleran When the impious priest who made his religion a profession for earni his daily bread audaciously announced himself as the only person fit impart education of any kind, and claimed that he was the only p ordained mediator between God and man and that salvation was me; only for few individuals or castes. Thayumanavar had the invinci' courage to sing in his own sweet, simple inimitable language that 1 only one Being whom he recognised as his Teacher and Guru was God; that no mediator of any kind was necessary between Him and 1 devotees, and that God's greatness and sovereignty would not suffe] He extended His love and salvation to all irresoective of their birth, sas a spiritual religion and it was meant for all. He believed in a high moral life and was always telling people that they should live for their fellows. But, at the same time, he believed that a true spiritual religion was very much above ethics, rites and rituals. A true spiritual religion, according to him, was nishta in Him. This spiritualo help man to realize God in his own self. \expndtw5 When the wise know this, when they experience Him in the inmost}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li194\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-233\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-3\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 chamber of the mind where perfect silence prevails, their joy in Him is}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li14\fi180\ri1574\sb0\sa0\sl-233\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-2\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 constant and eternal. \expndtw-4 Their stillness in Him fills them with creative life.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\qc\li0\fi0\ri19\sb5\sa0\sl-233\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 3}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li12\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-233\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-2\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Why do we read many books ? \expndtw3 Why do we go to far distant places to listen to the teachings of great}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li199\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-233\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw6\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 men?}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li5\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-233\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-1\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Is it just to make ourselves adept students of logic ? \expndtw-2 Is it just to waste our time in endless and wearisome disputations ? \expndtw-1 No ! No! it is to get help from them for a devout, useful and active life. \expndtw1 It is to learn to live the great teachings of the one only true Teacher of}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li7\fi182\ri0\sb2\sa0\sl-233\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-4\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 mankind in our daily life. \expndtw0 It is to grasp the meaning of the unutterable wisdom He gave utterance}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\qj\li2\fi180\ri1610\sb2\sa0\sl-233\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-3\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 to in the language of silence under the banyan tree. \expndtw-1 It is to shape our lives according to the light HeJ^ic \expndtw-2 It is to become well-established in Him.}\par \pard \plain \li3641\ri77\sb0\sa0{\pict\wmetafile8\picw3640\pich982\picwgoal2064\pichgoal556
